30 Mark Essay Questions
World War 1
“The impact of the First World War simply heightened the existing social and political tensions which had divided Germany before 1914?”

How far do you agree with this judgement?

The key to this question is addressing the tensions before and during the war. To achieve a level 4 or 5 you need to give thought to how the tensions heightened or lessened rather than just describe the political situation.

Points to include

· The situation before the war- the rise of the SPD, geographical and religious divisions in Germany, the fear of socialism and change amongst the elite, 

· Outbreak of war- the rise of burgfrieden (feel good factor) at the outbreak of war, 

· Impact of war- trench warfare, Germany fighting a war on two fronts, the impact on diet and working conditions, the Turnip winter of 1917, growing opposition at home such as the Fatherland groups, the discipline of the army and backing of the Kaiser, how the level of social and political tensions depended upon your geographical and social standing 
“The First World War increased rather than narrowed Germanys political divisions”

How far do you agree with this judgement?
“The outbreak of war in Europe in 1914 was due to aggressive foreign policy which had been waged since c .1900”

How far do you agree with this opinion?
How far do you agree with the view that Germany’s miscalculations explain the outbreak of war in 1914? 
These questions are all examining your knowledge on the outbreak of the war and the several theories as to why it broke out. Depending upon the sources you will need to weigh up the arguments as to the outbreak of the war and the role of Germany’s guilt in starting in. Remember that the this is a historical controversy so they want to know how much you know about it, rather than the correct answer. Remember  to be analytical of the sources and handle them with confidence, always referring to the question and also the argument surrounding the outbreak of World War 1. 

· Learn the names of some historians and what they believe or wrote, learn some quotes from them eg Fishcer, this will help you achieve a level 4/5.

· Plan your answer using the sources that have been given to you. 

· Learn the arguments that surround the outbreak of world war 1 and also the strengths and weaknesses of each argument. This is what makes your answer balanced. 
Weimar
“The main threat to the stability of the Weimar Republic in the period 1919 to 1923 came from the political violence of the extreme right”

How far do you agree with this judgement?

The key point to this question is violence, specifically from the right, but you also need to consider the view from the left. Also consider other threats to the early years of Weimar stability

· After the immediate signing of the TOV the threat of violence or even revolution came from the Spartakist left rather than the right. There is also a threat from the pre 1918 military, civil service and judiacry who made a deal with Ebert in order to crush the revolutionary left,it could be argued that the right’s violence was a reaction to the lefts, the use of the FREIKORP in order to crush the left is another example of organised violence. Also consider the reaction to the RED BAVARIA uprising in 1919

· Once the left had been suppressed the threats from the right appear- the KAPP-LUTTWITZ PUTSCH and the RUHR REVOLUTION. However the KLP was put down by strikes rather than violence. One could argue that the rights violence was instigated by the state as the FREIKORP were used to put down the Ruhr Soviet after some of them had been involved in the KLP.
· You could also consider other threats during this period- the Treaty of Versailles, the stab in the back myth, the weakness of a democratic constitution
“Nazi consolidation of power in 1933 was primarily due to the use of terror and violence” How far do you agree with this judgement?

The key to this questions is weighing up how much the Nazi regime used terror and violence and how much other factors were playing a part. Remember the ideas such as people’s willingness to allow the Nazi’s to take over, the lack of strong parties, as well the general violence in Weimar throughout the 1920’s and 1930s

· The role of the SA is the most obvious example of the Nazi regime terror, but remember the failures of the Munich Putsch. Hitler knew he needed more than just a paramilitary force. The violence played a part in the election time rather than  during the ordinary day to day living (remember 1933 election). Violence and intimidation was used to crush the communists. Also include the Reichstag fire and the violence that followed. 
· Organisation of the party is another argument such as Gauliters,, the creation of the Fuhrerprincip (strong leader) and establishment of Hitler as a leader, attracting teachers, dentists the AA,  etc, gaining support of the young, the role in national referendums and national exposure growing, electoral successes in the 1930, the collapse of the economy in 1930m failure of the left in Prussian coup, further success in elections in 1932, the us e of legality whenever possible for the Nazi revolution to be acceptable to many Germans and finally the role of propaganda. 
“The weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution explain the failures of the Weimar Republic in the period 1929-33” How far do you agree with this judgement?

This question is asking you to balance out all the arguments as to what caused the failures of Weimar, and was the constitution the most important. 

· The weakness of the constitution should be put in context- the constitution failed to provide strong governments, which in turn would lead to problems in the economy
· Other threats to the Weimar Republic beween 1929-33 such as the economic crisis, the rise of Hitler and the Nazi party, the failure of parties to work together, employment and social problems, the recurring unpopularity of the Treaty of Versailles and the stab in the back myth

· You should consider all of the problems in relation to what had happened previously but focusing on the years 1929-33 which is where the Weimar republic allowed the rise of th e Nazi party to occur. 
“Germany experienced a period of political calm, economic development and social progress in the mid 1920’s”

How far do you agree with this judgment?
This question is assessing your knowledge of the the Weimar republics successes in the 1920’s. Remeber that the WR did have successful periods, especially under Gustav Stresseman.

· Politcial
· Economic

· Social

On the opposite side of the spectrum argue against the point, so this will involve the issue of reparations, hyperinflation, unemployment and the battle between the left and right to cause a revolution in Germany in 1919 and onwards.
“It had fundamental weaknesses and these meant that it remained a fragile institution throughout the period 1919-32” 

How far do you agree with this opinion of the Weimar Republic?
Similar to the above question but is asking you to consider the fragility of the new democracy in 1920;s. Remember to argue points on how it was successful eg the role of Streseman, the Weimar culture, etc.
Nazi Germany
“The chaotic nature of the Nazi government structure explains the failures in German war production during the Second World War”

How far do you agree with this judgement?
“The handling of the economy was poorly co-ordinated and this accounts for the weaknesses in German war production in the years 1939-45” How far do you agree with this view?

These questions is asking you about efficiency but relating it to a specific focus of war production. You will need knowledge of war production figures and statistics as well as the some of the production before the war, as well as knowing in what ways the government structure was inefficient.

· First consider the structure of the government, you may mention the structuralist  vs intentionalist  debate. Remember that the Nazi government was dualist and many departments overlapped, especially in the role of the economy and labour direction. You may want to mention how the war production stared before WW2 with the introduction of the Five Year Plan etc. 

· Consider the factors behind war production and the role of people such as Speer who managed to increase some production during the war. Also take into consideration the role of such factors as the Allied bombing of industrial targets, the nature of the German war machine (quality over quantity) and the fact that Germany were industrially outnumbered by the USSR and USA. The failure of ersatz engineering and the general collapse of the German war effort  as well as  the demands of a civilian population all come into play as well

· Finally reach a conclusion on how much was it the structure of the government that led to the failure if the war production or the other factors that led to the failures in war production. 
“Systematic extermination emerged as the Final Solution to the Jewish Question as a result of the chaotic nature of the Nazi state”

How far do you agree with this judgement?

Once again …. Chaos vs other factors with the Nazi state this time focused on the Final Solution. The key here will be how much Hitler knew and planned and how much was the result of the work of the other Nazi’s
· Chaotic structure once again would involve the overlapping agencies of the Nazi state in dealing with the Jews. You may want to consider the role of the Krip0, Gestapo and the SS in this respect as they were the major agencies here. Remember that the Final Solution was not really propsed until the Wannasee Conference in the 1940’s and that the Germans attitudes to the Jewish problem was one of migration to other countries. You could argue that the Final Solution was a result of invading Poland and having to deal with millions of Jews, the chaotic nature allowed the Individual Nazi’s to come to their own solution rather than consulting Hitler. (structuralist vs intentionalist)

· You could argue that the Final Solution was the next logical progression of the persecution of the Jews rather than the result of the state. The Final Solution had already been started on a mini scale with the T4 exterminations and the serialisation of undesirables, so the concentration camps were these extrapolated onto a bigger scale. One could argue that the Nazi’s always meant to exterminate the Jews and that it would have happened regardless of the chaos nature of the Nazi state. Also consider the little opposition from both Jews and Germans/Europeans and the way in which the Holocaust was conducted with the help of organisations like railways and big business suggests that the Holocaust was run in an organised and calm manner. The efficiency in which the Nazi’s dealt with the killing of Jews, the running of the camps, the extortion of Jewish property, suggests that it was not the operation of a chaotic state but a clinical killing machine. 

“The Nazi regime enjoyed a broad consent brought about by popular policies”

How far do you agree with this opinion? Explain your answer using the evidence of sources Y Z and AA and your knowledge of the issues relating to the controversy.
How far do you agree with the view that in the years 1934-39 Hitler was not in control of the Third Reich? Explain your answer using Sources 1-3 and your own knowledge of the issues related to this controversy
This is asking you what kind of leader Hitler was. Remember to always think

· Popular vs unpopular

· Efficient vs inefficient

Learn some of the names of the historians, some will argue that Hitler was a master tactician and politician who led Germany by example. Some will argue that it was simply the will of the Fuhrer that enabled others to do so on his behalf. Learn some examples that you can drop into your essay.
“The government of the Nazi state was chaotic and lacked coherence in the years 1933 to 1939”. How far do you agree with this opinion?
For this question you need to think of examples of how it was efficient or chaotic. 

· Chaotic- the role of the leader, the plucracy  that existed in the dual roles of government and party organisation, the way in which many different departments competed for one idea eg the ecomony, the role of Hitler

· Efficient- examples of the the Nazi youth policy or women’s policy, education anything which shows the Nazi party as having a single track mind to its destination. Beware of using the Holocaust as an example as this doesn’t really happen until after 1940. 
How far do you agree with the view that the Nazi regime was strong and successful in the period 1935-39?  Explain your answer using Sources 1-3 and your own knowledge of the issues related to this controversy 
See above. And the sources. 
“The handling of the economy was poorly co-ordinated and this accounts for the weaknesses in German war production in the years 1939-45” How far do you agree with this view?
Once again popular but efficient, but it is focused on one area the economy and war production, as well as the sources make sure you would mention the role of Albert Speer in making war production more efficient after 1941 and the methods he used. Also be aware of why and how the system was inefficient before the introduction of Speer as Minister of Munitions, 
