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Question 1  – Study Source A 

Source A: From a GCSE History website. This extract is talking about relations between 
the USA and Cuba from 1959-60. 

 
In 1959, Fidel Castro took power in Cuba. This was very threatening to the USA 
because it was right next to America. In 1960, Castro made a trade agreement with 
Russia, whereby Cuba sent sugar to Russia, in return for oil, machines and money. 
This frightened the Americans more, and in 1960 they stopped trading with Cuba. 
In retaliation, Cuba nationalised all American-owned companies. 
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1. Give two ways from Source A which show how relations between the USA and Cuba got 
worse, 1959-60. 

(2) 
 
1 ________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2 ________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
  



 

2. Outline two steps that the USA and the USSR took to improve relations after the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. (4) 

  
1 ________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2 ________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

  



 

Question 3 - Study Sources B and C 

Source B:  From President Carter’s annual State of the Union Speech to the American 
public, January 1980. 

The region which is now threatened by Soviet troops in Afghanistan is of great strategic 
importance: it contains more than two-thirds of the world's exportable oil. The Soviet 
effort to dominate Afghanistan has brought Soviet military forces to within 300 miles of 
the Indian Ocean and close to the Straits of Hormuz, a waterway through which most of 
the world's oil must flow. Let our position be absolutely clear: An attempt by any outside 
force to gain control of the Persian Gulf region will be regarded as an assault on the 
vital interests of the United States of America, and such an assault will be repelled by 
any means necessary, including military force. 
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Source C:  A political cartoon published in British newspaper The Sun in July 1980, 
showing Soviet leader Leonid Brezhev. 

 

  

  



 

3 How useful are Sources B and C as evidence of the effects of the invasion of Afghanistan 
in 1979 on international relations? 

 Explain your answer using Sources B and C and your own knowledge. 
(10) 
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Answer EITHER Question 4(a) OR Question 4(b). 

4  (a)  Describe the key features of 1985 Geneva Summit Conference.  
(6) 

 
4  (b)  Describe the key features of the collapse of the USSR, 1990-91.  

  (6) 
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Answer Question 5 
 
5 Explain the importance of three of the following in international relations. 

(15) 
 

 The Helsinki Accords, 1975   

 Reagan’s ‘Evil Empire’ speech, 1983   

 The Olympic boycotts, 1980-1984   

 The 1960 Paris summit meeting   

 (Total for each part = 5 marks. Total for Question 5 = 15 marks) 
 

 
  



 

Indicate your FIRST choice on this page. 
 

Indicate which part you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 

mind, put a line through the box   and then indicate your new topic with a cross . 

 

 The Helsinki Accords, 1975   

 Reagan’s ‘Evil Empire’ speech, 1983   

 The Olympic boycotts, 1980-1984   

 The 1960 Paris summit meeting   

 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



 

Indicate your SECOND choice on this page. 
 

Indicate which part you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 

mind, put a line through the box   and then indicate your new topic with a cross . 

 

 The Helsinki Accords, 1975   

 Reagan’s ‘Evil Empire’ speech, 1983   

 The Olympic boycotts, 1980-1984   

 The 1960 Paris summit meeting   
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Indicate your THIRD choice on this page. 
 

Indicate which part you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 

mind, put a line through the box   and then indicate your new topic with a cross . 

 

 The Helsinki Accords, 1975   

 Reagan’s ‘Evil Empire’ speech, 1983   

 The Olympic boycotts, 1980-1984   

 The 1960 Paris summit meeting   
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Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in this question. 

 
6* Explain why relations between the USA and the Soviet Union changed in the years  

1946-55. 
(13) 

 
You may use the following in your answer. 
 

 The Marshall Plan 

 The Berlin Blockade 
  

You must also include information of your own. 
 

(Total for spelling, punctuation and grammar = 3 marks) 
(Total for Question 6 = 16 marks) 
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