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Sources for use with Section B.  Answer ONE question in Section B on the topic for which you 


have been prepared.


D1 – From Kaiser to Führer: Germany, 1900–45


Sources for use with Question 5


SOURCE 1


(From Steven Ozment, A Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People, published 2004)


A deliberate German programme to occupy Central Europe came after, not before, 
the outbreak of the war in 1914, which at its beginning was to be a defensive war, 
despite an offensive strategy to that end.  Many in states beyond Germany had 
been willing to risk war as a solution to the problems they faced.  However, neither 
the Germans, nor anyone else at the time, had a special plan to dominate Europe.
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SOURCE 2


(From Lynn Abrams, Bismarck and the German Empire, published 1995)


Germany’s responsibility for the outbreak of war has been debated at length.  In 
1961 Fritz Fischer controversially argued that Germany bore full responsibility for 
the war and furthermore, that under Wilhelm II she had planned a war in order to 
achieve great power status.  In the 1970s, Hans-Ulrich Wehler developed a parallel 
argument to the Fischer thesis.  Wehler emphasised the primacy of domestic policy 
in the development of foreign policy and proposed that the out-dated character 
of the Second Empire was to blame for the descent into war.  By 1914, war was 
the only final means by which the ruling elites could seek to maintain their power 
against the threat of new social forces, ‘an escape forwards’.  Both of these views 
have much to recommend them.
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SOURCE 3


(From James Joll, The Origins of the First World War, published 1984)


Those political leaders who took the decision to go to war had a sense of the 
overriding importance of preserving what were regarded as vital national interests.  
These national interests were partly defined in traditional territorial or strategic 
terms – the recovery by France of Alsace-Lorraine, the securing for Russia of 
Constantinople and the Straits, the British concern that the coast of Belgium 
should not be occupied by a hostile power.  National interests were also defined 
in more general terms about the necessity of maintaining or changing the balance 
of power, about the international struggle for survival and the inevitability of war.  
When the decision to go to war was taken, governments were able to fight the war 
because subjects accepted the necessity for it.  To most people war appeared, or 
was presented, as an inescapable necessity if they were to preserve their country 
and their homes from foreign invasion; and they did not question what they had 
heard for generations about the glories and superior qualities of their own nation.
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D1 – From Kaiser to Führer: Germany, 1900–45


Sources for use with Question 6


SOURCE 4


(From Tim Kirk, Nazi Germany, published 2007)


Our understanding of Hitler himself has changed.  We have long known that he 
avoided the responsibility of making difficult decisions.  Indeed, one of the striking 
features of Hitler’s attitude to government was his sheer lack of interest in many 
of the more routine matters that demanded his attention.  This was reflected in 
his frequent absences from Berlin, and in his late nights and leisurely morning 
routine even when he was in the capital.  It was an approach to government and to 
leadership that contrasted starkly with Stalin’s obsessive will to control all aspects 
of policy.
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SOURCE 5


(From Frederic Spotts, Hitler and the Power of Aesthetics, published 2002)


Hitler was anything but a dreamy lover of art with his head in the clouds.  He was 
shrewd and highly intelligent and enjoyed an extraordinary memory.  According to 
his Finance Minister he was able to ‘recall statistical data about the most obscure 
topics with amazing precision’ and could ‘get right to the heart of a problem, 
to draw concise conclusions from long discussions and to throw new light on a 
matter that had been the object of lengthy deliberation’.  One of the rare foreigners 
to know him personally and professionally, the French Ambassador, found Hitler 
an ice-cold realist and a profoundly calculating person.  The ambassador also 
described him as lazy, incapable of tying himself down to any regular work routine 
and hating to read documents.  However, Hitler insisted on being orally informed 
of everything that went on and took an interest in the smallest details.  There was 
nothing that happened in the Reich of which he was unaware, including actions 
taken by officials to whom he allowed broad administrative freedom.
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SOURCE 6


(From Richard J. Evans, The Third Reich in Power, published 2005)


The absence of routine in Hitler’s style of leadership meant that he paid little 
attention to detailed issues in which he was not interested, such as the management 
of the labour force, or details of financial management, which he happily left to 
Schacht and his successors.  This could mean on occasion that he put his signature 
to measures which had to be shelved because of opposition from powerful vested 
interests, as in a decree on the Labour Front issued in October 1934.  It also meant 
that those who had, or controlled, direct personal access to him could wield 
considerable influence.  Access became an increasingly important key to power.
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Sources for use with Section B.  Answer ONE question in Section B on the topic for which you 


have been prepared.


D2 –  Britain and the Challenge of Fascism: Saving Europe at a Cost? c1925–60


Sources for use with Question 7


SOURCE 7


(From Andrew Roberts, A History of the English Speaking Peoples since 1900, published 2006)


After German forces marched into Prague in mid March 1939 and occupied the 
rump of Czechoslovakia, Chamberlain, in a speech in his home city of Birmingham, 
sought to blame the old scapegoat – Versailles – rather than the actual aggressor, 
Hitler.  ‘I have never denied that the terms I was able to secure at Munich were not 
those I myself would have desired,’ he told his listeners, ‘but as I explained then, I 
had to deal with no new problem.  This was something that had existed ever since 
the Treaty of Versailles.’
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SOURCE 8


(From John Ramsden, Don’t Mention the War, published 2006)


The German march into Prague in March 1939 was a direct slap in the face to 
Britain, which had forced the Czechs to accept the Munich deal.  The Times, a former 
appeaser, thundered that Prague ‘gave notice to the world that German policy no 
longer seeks the protection of a moral cause’.  There were few friends of either Hitler 
or Germany.  Chamberlain was incensed too: according to Sir Horace Wilson, when 
Hitler occupied Prague the Prime Minister said to himself, ‘you don’t do that to me’.  
A Gallup poll now found that 54% of the British people thought that Germany was 
‘the foreign country you like least’, compared to a mere 5% who hated Russia, while 
only 3% thought Germans their favourite foreigners.  The revolution in feeling is 
explicable only as the re-emergence of convictions dating back before 1918; the 
English were re-learning to hate.
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SOURCE 9


(From Ian Kershaw, Making Friends with Hitler, published 2004)


Chamberlain had at first been out of touch with the massive shift in opinion in 
Britain and in the Dominions, which had immediately followed the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia.  The British newspapers had in unison been aghast at the latest, and 
most blatant, demonstration of Hitler’s lies, unscrupulousness, untrustworthiness 
and unquenchable drive for expansion and domination.  The wide-circulation 
liberal newspaper, the News Chronicle, spoke for British public opinion in general 
in describing the German action as ‘an act of naked and unashamed aggression’, 
and ‘sheer territorial conquest’.  The Times used scarcely less forceful language in 
declaring that ‘there is nothing left for moral debate in this crude and brutal act 
of oppression and suppression’.  Indeed, despite the caution of the government, 
Hitler’s entry into Prague marked a definitive shift in British public opinion on 
appeasement.
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D2 –  Britain and the Challenge of Fascism: Saving Europe at a Cost? c1925–60


Sources for use with Question 8


SOURCE 10


(From Corelli Barnett, The Lost Victory, published 1995)


Even a total war for survival had failed to remedy in British management and the 
British workforce that smug, stubborn conservatism of outlook and method that had 
first been identified in the nineteenth century.  In fact, these failings had actually 
been encouraged by wartime conditions.  For firms on government contracts 
were subject to no discipline of international or even home-market competition.  
Those working for the War Office or Ministry of Supply cruised comfortably along 
on a ‘cost-plus’ basis, whereby they received a fixed and certain profit on top of 
whatever their costs turned out to be.  Even the fixed-price contracts preferred 
by the Admiralty and the Air Ministry (later the Ministry of Aircraft Production) 
were frequently negotiated after production was well advanced – hardly the most 
effective way to keep costs low and efficiency high.  The workforce, for its part, 
enjoyed ‘full employment’ to the point where firms were poaching scarce labour 
from each other.  This decisively swung the balance of industrial leverage from 
management to unions and shop-stewards, and left no effective sanctions to spur 
efficiency and effort.
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SOURCE 11


(From Peter Hennessy, Never Again: Britain 1945–51, published 1992)


The scientific side of Britain at war contained what few suspected: the foundations 
of the third industrial revolution (the first built on coal; the second on electricity; 
the third on electronics, a kind of miracle industry created in the Second World 
War).  The Second World War also transformed the chemical industry that had been 
created during the First World War.  Money and brains were applied in abundance.  
New industries were spun-off by the war effort, some of which, like modern drugs 
and plastics, were crucial in making everyday life easier, pleasanter and healthier 
after the war.  The most awesome spin-off, atomic energy, brought the prospect as 
dramatic as it was paradoxical – unlimited power and utter annihilation.


50


SOURCE 12


(From Kenneth O.  Morgan, Britain Since 1945, published 2001)


In some ways, the war hardened rather than dissolved social distinctions.  Much 
has been made of the way in which the wartime years promoted the freedom 
of women in terms of job opportunity as factory workers or ‘land girls’, and even 
advanced their leisure and recreation facilities as well.  In fact, much of women’s 
work during the war was deliberately low level and routine.  The assumption was 
that, especially for married women, their work would be wound up when peace and 
normality returned.  Married women still found barriers against their advancement, 
or even to being hired at all, for instance in the civil service.


55


60







6
P38349A


BLANK PAGE







7
P38349A


BLANK PAGE







8
P38349A


BLANK PAGE


Acknowledgements


Source 1 © Granta Books; Source 2 © Routledge; Source 3 © Pearson Education; Source 4 © Palgrave; Source 5  
© Frederic Spotts, ctrippett@randomhouse.co.uk; Source 6 published by Penguin Books, © Richard Evans; Source 7  
© Orion Books, published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson, an imprint of the Orion Publishing Group, London; Source 8  
© Abacus; Source 9 published by Penguin Books, © Ian Kershaw; Source 10 © David Higham; Source 11 published by 
Jonathan Cape 1992, Penguin Books 2006, © Peter Hennessy; Source 12 © Oxford University Press


Every effort has been made to contact copyright holders to obtain their permission for the use of copyright material.  
Edexcel, a product of Pearson Education Ltd. will, if notified, be happy to rectify any errors or omissions and include 
any such rectifications in future editions.







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice



riley_l
File Attachment
p38349a_source_insert.pdf



2

*P38349A0224*

6HI03/D – The Challenge of Fascism

SECTION A

Answer ONE question in Section A on the topic for which you have been prepared.

You should start the answer to your chosen question in Section A on page 3.

Section B begins on page 11.

D1 – From Kaiser to Führer: Germany, 1900–45

Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.

EITHER

1 To what extent was Germany a parliamentary democracy in the years 1900–14?

(Total for Question 1 = 30 marks)

OR

2  ‘The transformation in the fortunes of the Nazi Party in the years 1930–33 was largely 
because of Hitler’s remarkable talents as a politician.’  How far do you agree with this 
opinion?

(Total for Question 2 = 30 marks)

D2 –  Britain and the Challenge of Fascism: Saving Europe at a Cost? c1925–60

Answer EITHER Question 3 OR Question 4.

EITHER

3 ‘The widespread public revulsion to the horrors of war explains Britain’s policy of 
appeasement in the years 1933–37.’  How far do you agree with this opinion?

(Total for Question 3 = 30 marks)

OR

4 ‘Victory in the Battle of the Atlantic was crucial to victory in western Europe.’  How far 
do you agree with this opinion?

(Total for Question 4 = 30 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 30 MARKS
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SECTION A

 Put a cross in the box indicating the first question you have chosen to answer . 

If you change your mind, put a line through the box  and then put a cross in another box .

Chosen Question Number:

 Question 1 Question 2

 Question 3 Question 4
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TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 30 MARKS
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*P38349A01124* Turn over  

SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B on the topic for which you have been prepared.

You should start the answer to your chosen question in Section B on page 13.

D1 – From Kaiser to Führer: Germany, 1900–45

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.

Answer EITHER Question 5 OR Question 6.

EITHER

5 Use Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge.

 ‘The First World War did not arise primarily as a result of planned German aggression.’ 
How far do you agree with this opinion? 

 Explain your answer, using Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge of the issues 
related to this controversy.

(Total for Question 5 = 40 marks)

OR

6 Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 ‘Hitler was a dictator who did not dictate.’  How far do you agree with this opinion? 

 Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge of the issues 
related to this controversy.

(Total for Question 6 = 40 marks)
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*P38349A01224*

D2 –  Britain and the Challenge of Fascism: Saving Europe at a Cost? c1925–60

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.

Answer EITHER Question 7 OR Question 8.

EITHER

7 Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

 ‘Even after the German occupation of Prague in March 1939, Neville Chamberlain was 
reluctant to confront Hitler and abandon the policy of appeasement.’  How far do you 
agree with this opinion?

 Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge of the issues 
related to this controversy.

(Total for Question 7 = 40 marks)

OR

8 Use Sources 10, 11 and 12 and your own knowledge.

 ‘The war, far from encouraging progressive change in Britain’s society and economy, 
had the opposite effect.’  How far do you agree with this opinion? 

 Explain your answer, using Sources 10, 11 and 12 and your own knowledge of the 
issues related to this controversy.

(Total for Question 8 = 40 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 40 MARKS
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*P38349A01324* Turn over  

SECTION B

 Put a cross in the box indicating the second question you have chosen to answer . 

If you change your mind, put a line through the box  and then put a cross in another box .

Chosen Question Number:

 Question 5 Question 6

 Question 7 Question 8
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Sources for use with Section B.  Answer ONE question in Section B on the topic for which you 


have been prepared.


D1 – From Kaiser to Führer: Germany, 1900–45


Sources for use with Question 5


SOURCE 1


(From Steven Ozment, A Mighty Fortress: A New History of the German People, published 2004)


A deliberate German programme to occupy Central Europe came after, not before, 
the outbreak of the war in 1914, which at its beginning was to be a defensive war, 
despite an offensive strategy to that end.  Many in states beyond Germany had 
been willing to risk war as a solution to the problems they faced.  However, neither 
the Germans, nor anyone else at the time, had a special plan to dominate Europe.


1


5


SOURCE 2


(From Lynn Abrams, Bismarck and the German Empire, published 1995)


Germany’s responsibility for the outbreak of war has been debated at length.  In 
1961 Fritz Fischer controversially argued that Germany bore full responsibility for 
the war and furthermore, that under Wilhelm II she had planned a war in order to 
achieve great power status.  In the 1970s, Hans-Ulrich Wehler developed a parallel 
argument to the Fischer thesis.  Wehler emphasised the primacy of domestic policy 
in the development of foreign policy and proposed that the out-dated character 
of the Second Empire was to blame for the descent into war.  By 1914, war was 
the only final means by which the ruling elites could seek to maintain their power 
against the threat of new social forces, ‘an escape forwards’.  Both of these views 
have much to recommend them.
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SOURCE 3


(From James Joll, The Origins of the First World War, published 1984)


Those political leaders who took the decision to go to war had a sense of the 
overriding importance of preserving what were regarded as vital national interests.  
These national interests were partly defined in traditional territorial or strategic 
terms – the recovery by France of Alsace-Lorraine, the securing for Russia of 
Constantinople and the Straits, the British concern that the coast of Belgium 
should not be occupied by a hostile power.  National interests were also defined 
in more general terms about the necessity of maintaining or changing the balance 
of power, about the international struggle for survival and the inevitability of war.  
When the decision to go to war was taken, governments were able to fight the war 
because subjects accepted the necessity for it.  To most people war appeared, or 
was presented, as an inescapable necessity if they were to preserve their country 
and their homes from foreign invasion; and they did not question what they had 
heard for generations about the glories and superior qualities of their own nation.
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Sources for use with Question 6


SOURCE 4


(From Tim Kirk, Nazi Germany, published 2007)


Our understanding of Hitler himself has changed.  We have long known that he 
avoided the responsibility of making difficult decisions.  Indeed, one of the striking 
features of Hitler’s attitude to government was his sheer lack of interest in many 
of the more routine matters that demanded his attention.  This was reflected in 
his frequent absences from Berlin, and in his late nights and leisurely morning 
routine even when he was in the capital.  It was an approach to government and to 
leadership that contrasted starkly with Stalin’s obsessive will to control all aspects 
of policy.
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SOURCE 5


(From Frederic Spotts, Hitler and the Power of Aesthetics, published 2002)


Hitler was anything but a dreamy lover of art with his head in the clouds.  He was 
shrewd and highly intelligent and enjoyed an extraordinary memory.  According to 
his Finance Minister he was able to ‘recall statistical data about the most obscure 
topics with amazing precision’ and could ‘get right to the heart of a problem, 
to draw concise conclusions from long discussions and to throw new light on a 
matter that had been the object of lengthy deliberation’.  One of the rare foreigners 
to know him personally and professionally, the French Ambassador, found Hitler 
an ice-cold realist and a profoundly calculating person.  The ambassador also 
described him as lazy, incapable of tying himself down to any regular work routine 
and hating to read documents.  However, Hitler insisted on being orally informed 
of everything that went on and took an interest in the smallest details.  There was 
nothing that happened in the Reich of which he was unaware, including actions 
taken by officials to whom he allowed broad administrative freedom.
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SOURCE 6


(From Richard J. Evans, The Third Reich in Power, published 2005)


The absence of routine in Hitler’s style of leadership meant that he paid little 
attention to detailed issues in which he was not interested, such as the management 
of the labour force, or details of financial management, which he happily left to 
Schacht and his successors.  This could mean on occasion that he put his signature 
to measures which had to be shelved because of opposition from powerful vested 
interests, as in a decree on the Labour Front issued in October 1934.  It also meant 
that those who had, or controlled, direct personal access to him could wield 
considerable influence.  Access became an increasingly important key to power.
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Sources for use with Question 7


SOURCE 7


(From Andrew Roberts, A History of the English Speaking Peoples since 1900, published 2006)


After German forces marched into Prague in mid March 1939 and occupied the 
rump of Czechoslovakia, Chamberlain, in a speech in his home city of Birmingham, 
sought to blame the old scapegoat – Versailles – rather than the actual aggressor, 
Hitler.  ‘I have never denied that the terms I was able to secure at Munich were not 
those I myself would have desired,’ he told his listeners, ‘but as I explained then, I 
had to deal with no new problem.  This was something that had existed ever since 
the Treaty of Versailles.’
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SOURCE 8


(From John Ramsden, Don’t Mention the War, published 2006)


The German march into Prague in March 1939 was a direct slap in the face to 
Britain, which had forced the Czechs to accept the Munich deal.  The Times, a former 
appeaser, thundered that Prague ‘gave notice to the world that German policy no 
longer seeks the protection of a moral cause’.  There were few friends of either Hitler 
or Germany.  Chamberlain was incensed too: according to Sir Horace Wilson, when 
Hitler occupied Prague the Prime Minister said to himself, ‘you don’t do that to me’.  
A Gallup poll now found that 54% of the British people thought that Germany was 
‘the foreign country you like least’, compared to a mere 5% who hated Russia, while 
only 3% thought Germans their favourite foreigners.  The revolution in feeling is 
explicable only as the re-emergence of convictions dating back before 1918; the 
English were re-learning to hate.
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SOURCE 9


(From Ian Kershaw, Making Friends with Hitler, published 2004)


Chamberlain had at first been out of touch with the massive shift in opinion in 
Britain and in the Dominions, which had immediately followed the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia.  The British newspapers had in unison been aghast at the latest, and 
most blatant, demonstration of Hitler’s lies, unscrupulousness, untrustworthiness 
and unquenchable drive for expansion and domination.  The wide-circulation 
liberal newspaper, the News Chronicle, spoke for British public opinion in general 
in describing the German action as ‘an act of naked and unashamed aggression’, 
and ‘sheer territorial conquest’.  The Times used scarcely less forceful language in 
declaring that ‘there is nothing left for moral debate in this crude and brutal act 
of oppression and suppression’.  Indeed, despite the caution of the government, 
Hitler’s entry into Prague marked a definitive shift in British public opinion on 
appeasement.
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Sources for use with Question 8


SOURCE 10


(From Corelli Barnett, The Lost Victory, published 1995)


Even a total war for survival had failed to remedy in British management and the 
British workforce that smug, stubborn conservatism of outlook and method that had 
first been identified in the nineteenth century.  In fact, these failings had actually 
been encouraged by wartime conditions.  For firms on government contracts 
were subject to no discipline of international or even home-market competition.  
Those working for the War Office or Ministry of Supply cruised comfortably along 
on a ‘cost-plus’ basis, whereby they received a fixed and certain profit on top of 
whatever their costs turned out to be.  Even the fixed-price contracts preferred 
by the Admiralty and the Air Ministry (later the Ministry of Aircraft Production) 
were frequently negotiated after production was well advanced – hardly the most 
effective way to keep costs low and efficiency high.  The workforce, for its part, 
enjoyed ‘full employment’ to the point where firms were poaching scarce labour 
from each other.  This decisively swung the balance of industrial leverage from 
management to unions and shop-stewards, and left no effective sanctions to spur 
efficiency and effort.
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SOURCE 11


(From Peter Hennessy, Never Again: Britain 1945–51, published 1992)


The scientific side of Britain at war contained what few suspected: the foundations 
of the third industrial revolution (the first built on coal; the second on electricity; 
the third on electronics, a kind of miracle industry created in the Second World 
War).  The Second World War also transformed the chemical industry that had been 
created during the First World War.  Money and brains were applied in abundance.  
New industries were spun-off by the war effort, some of which, like modern drugs 
and plastics, were crucial in making everyday life easier, pleasanter and healthier 
after the war.  The most awesome spin-off, atomic energy, brought the prospect as 
dramatic as it was paradoxical – unlimited power and utter annihilation.
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SOURCE 12


(From Kenneth O.  Morgan, Britain Since 1945, published 2001)


In some ways, the war hardened rather than dissolved social distinctions.  Much 
has been made of the way in which the wartime years promoted the freedom 
of women in terms of job opportunity as factory workers or ‘land girls’, and even 
advanced their leisure and recreation facilities as well.  In fact, much of women’s 
work during the war was deliberately low level and routine.  The assumption was 
that, especially for married women, their work would be wound up when peace and 
normality returned.  Married women still found barriers against their advancement, 
or even to being hired at all, for instance in the civil service.
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