Public Health Timeline

1831-2 First cholera epidemic

1834 - Poor law amendments - Poor houses & infirmaries 

1839 - William Farr –statistics  

1842 – Edwin Chadwick- Local Authority/State intervention in health - ‘Report on 

the Sanitary Conditions of the Labouring population of Great Britain'  1842 Chadwick’s Report from the Poor Law Commissioners on An Inquiry into the Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain
1847 First Medical Officer of Health (MOH) - William Henry Duncan for Liverpool. 

1848-9 Second cholera epidemic

1848 Public Health Act [England and Wales]

1848 John Simon was created MOH for City of London. 1848 Public Health Act 

created the General Board of Health and allowed authorities to create MOH posts 

without recourse to Parliament. 

1850 onwards - Ladies Sanitary reform Association (early health visitors and 

environmental health officers) 

1853-4 Third cholera epidemic

1853 - Smallpox vaccination made compulsory 

1851 Lodging Houses Act [England and Wales] -- Shaftesbury Act

1854 - John Snow linked water with cholera 

1855 - Nuisances Removal Act 1855 was a consequence of the cholera epidemic of 1853-54. It required local authorities to appoint sanitary inspectors and gave magistrates the power to order the ending of nuisances and to the local authorities powers to enter a nuisance at the expense of the occupier.
1855 Dwelling Houses Act

1858 Public Health Amendment Act

1858 onwards- Joseph Bazalgette – built the sewers, provided clean drinking water 

1860 - Florence Nightingale sets up training school for nurses. Utilised William Farr’s statistics to argue for improved hygiene. Also influenced the development of public health and district nursing in the community 

1862 - Pasteur - demonstrates link between bacteria & disease

1866 – Fourth and final cholera epidemic

1866 Labouring Classes' Dwelling Act [England and Wales]

1866 Sanitary Act

1868 Artisans' and Labourers' Dwellings Improvement Act [Torrens Act]

1872 Public Health Act [England and Wales]

1874 Working Men's Dwellings Act [England and Wales]

1875 Public Health Act [England and Wales]

1875 Artisans' and Labourers' Dwellings Improvements Act [Cross Act]



















