Generic Level Descriptors — From the exam board
AOla and AO1b (30 marks)

Unit 1: To present historical explanations and reach a judgement.
Level | Mark Description
1 1-6 Candidates will produce mostly simple statements. These will be supported by limited factual material which has some

Low1l-—2 accuracy and relevance, although not directed at the focus of the question. The material will be mostly generalised.

Mid 3 -4 There will be few, if any, links between the simple statements.

High 5 -6 The writing may have limited coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but passages will lack both clarity and
organisation. The skills needed to produce effective writing will not normally be present. Frequent syntactical and/or
spelling errors are likely to be present.

2 7-12 Candidates will produce a series of simple statements supported by some accurate and relevant factual material. The

Low7 -8 analytical focus will be mostly implicit and there are likely to be only limited links between the

Mid 9 — 10 simple statements. Material is unlikely to be developed very far.

High 11— 12 ) ] )

The writing will have some coherence and will be generally comprehensible, but passages will lack both clarity and
organisation. Some of the skills needed to produce effective writing will be present. Frequent syntactical
and/or spelling errors are likely to be present.

3 13-18 Candidates' answers will attempt analysis and will show some understanding of the focus of the question. They will,

Low 13— 14 | however, include material which is either descriptive, and thus only implicitly relevant to the question's focus, or

Mid 15 - 16 which strays from that focus. Factual material will be accurate but it may lack depth and/or reference to the given

High 17 — 18 | factor.

The writing will be coherent in places but there are likely to be passages which lack clarity and/or proper organisation.
Only some of the skills needed to produce convincing extended writing are likely to be present. Syntactical and/or
spelling errors are likely to be present.

4 19-24 Candidates offer an analytical response which relates well to the focus of the question and which shows some

Low 19 - 20 understanding of the key issues contained in it. The analysis will be supported by accurate factual material which will

Mid 21 — 22. | be mostly relevant to the question asked. The selection of material may lack balance in places.

High 23 -24 The answer will show some degree of direction and control but these attributes may not be sustained throughout the
answer. The candidate will demonstrate the skills needed to produce convincing extended writing but there may be
passages which lack clarity or coherence. The answer is likely to include some syntactical and/or spelling errors.

5 25-30 Candidates offer an analytical response which directly addresses the focus of the question and which demonstrates

Low 25 - 26 explicit understanding of the key issues contained in it. It will be broadly balanced in its treatment of these key

Mid 27 - 28 issues. The analysis will be supported by accurate, relevant and appropriately selected factual material which

High 29 — 30 | demonstrates some range and depth.

The exposition will be controlled and the deployment logical. Some syntactical and/or spelling errors may be found
but the writing will be coherent overall. The skills required to produce convincing extended writing will be in place.




